ABSTRACT
The perusal of available references (Gravely, 1910; Attems, 1930; Ahmed, 1983; Jangi & Dass, 1984; Khanna, 2001 Khanna, , 2005 reveal the occurrence of 10 species of scolopendrid centipedes from central India, including Madhya Pradesh and Chhatisgarh. During the present museum study on the material collected by the scientists of the Central Regional Station, Zoological Survey of India, Jabalpur, Madhya Pradesh, from the AchanakmarAmarkanatak Biosphere Reserve and adjoining areas in Chhatisgarh and Madhya Pradesh, including Panchmarhi Biosphere Reserve, the author came across only four species viz., Scolopendra morsitans, Scolopendra amazonica, Rhysida longipes longipes and Cormocephalus pygmaeus. Cormocephalus pygmaeus is a first record from the area thus raising the number from 10 to 11. This is surprising as the area should be very rich in centipede diversity, on account of its diverse topography and climate, having low lying areas in north and north-west of Gwalior, Malwa plateau, Satpura range, Narmada valley and Vindhyas, with Sal forests and very good rainfall. Jangi and Dass (1984) have already reported rich diversity of centipedes from Deccan India, of which the central India comprises a major part. In addition to above the collection belonging to two species of centipedes belonging to the order Geophilomorpha of the class Chilopoda and one species of the class Diplopoda (Millipede) have been collected but could not be identified for want of sufficient expertise and literature.
